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Teaching Experience and Evaluations 

In this document I briefly describe my teaching philosophy, experience, and provide information about 
student evaluations. I have taught a variety of corporate finance and investment classes to both 
undergraduate and graduate students at several different universities. I enjoy working with students and 
believe in challenging them in constructive and positive ways. I have received two teaching awards and 
tend to get high student evaluations.  

In each class I try to learn each student’s name and to encourage class participation. As the instructor, I 
provide a clear set of expectations to students at the start of the semester and then help students meet 
those expectations by covering the material in a purposeful way that is clear, detailed, interesting, and that 
emphasizes key concepts that will be assessed on the exams. I enjoy interacting with students and often 
engage in conversation with them before and after lectures. During class, I try to regularly raise 
interesting issues and questions within each lecture and to solicit active discussion on the part of students 
because I believe students generally learn more from the lectures if they are actively engaged in them.  

To help facilitate students’ learning at CSU, I post class materials in advance of each class. My lectures 
start with a discussion outline that lets the students know the main topics that will be covered in the 
lecture that day. In each class session, I include as part of the lecture a series of interactive questions to 
check whether the class is following the development of ideas during the lecture. These mid-lecture 
questions and conversations help students maintain focus and interest in the topic and they help me as the 
instructor to assess, in real-time, the students’ understanding and the pace of the discussion. At the end of 
each lecture, I include a brief list of key terminology and concepts that were covered in that day’s lecture. 
In most courses that I teach, I tend to assign weekly homework assignments and generally utilize two 
midterm exams and a final exam.  

To help the search committee assess my teaching experience and potential, on the next page of this 
document I provide a detailed list of the classes that I’ve taught at the University of Washington, Brigham 
Young University, Miami University, and Colorado State University along with summary information 
from student evaluations. Different universities utilize different types of student evaluations, so the rating 
numbers provided in the list are based on slightly different types of questions across time and across 
universities. The footnotes shown on page 2 provide information about the specific rating numbers 
provided for each university.  

If the committee is interested in looking at syllabi, example PowerPoint lecture notes, class handouts, or 
exams, I’ve posted examples of my teaching materials on my website for your consideration: 
https://www.rschonlau.org/example-materials. If the committee is looking for other teaching-related 
information not addressed by the information in this document or posted on the website, please let me 
know and I would be happy to provide additional information as needed. 

https://www.rschonlau.org/example-materials
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Summary of Courses Taught, Student Evaluations 

The table below reports student evaluation information for classes that I have taught at different universities. The evaluations tend to be strong across 
courses and years. In addition to positive student evaluations, I have received two teaching awards. The first was the BYU MBA Teaching Award 
in 2015 based on MBA student nominations and votes. The second was the Finance Department Outstanding Teacher Award in 2016. As described 
in the table, I have experience teaching beginning corporate finance, intermediate corporate finance, and various investment classes. I have 
experience working with both undergraduate and graduate students. 

 

 
Year 

Course 
Number 

 
Short Description1 

 
Section  

Course 
Rating2 

Instructor 
Rating2 

 
New Prep 

Undergraduate/ 
Graduate 

 
University 

2007 FIN 350 Intro corporate finance G 3.9/5 4.5/5 Yes Undergraduate UW 
2008 FIN 350 Intro corporate finance A 4.4/5 4.5/5 No Undergraduate UW 
2008 FIN 350 Intro corporate finance A 4.3/5 4.7/5 No Undergraduate UW 
2008 FIN 350 Intro corporate finance B 4.9/5 5.0/5 No Undergraduate UW 
2008 FIN 350 Intro corporate finance E 4.6/5 5.0/5 No Undergraduate UW 
2010 FIN 453 Financial theory and applied analysis 1 4.2/5 4.6/5 Yes Undergraduate UW 
2011 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 1 6.7/8 6.8/8 Yes Undergraduate BYU 
2011 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 2 6.7/8 6.8/8 Yes Undergraduate BYU 
2011 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 3 6.9/8 7.0/8 Yes Undergraduate BYU 
2012 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 1 6.8/8 7.3/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2012 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 2 7.1/8 7.3/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2012 BUSM 410 Investments (business students) 3 7.3/8 7.6/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2012 BUSM 490R Student-designed study course - - - Yes Readings Course BYU 
2013 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 1 6.8/8 6.8/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2013 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 2 7.2/8 7.2/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2013 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 3 6.9/8 7.1/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2014 MBA 693R SAS/Stata student-designed course (MBA) - - - Yes Graduate Readings Course BYU 

 
1 The courses taught to MBA and Master of Finance (MFIN) students are indicated below in parentheses. 
2 The BYU student evaluations used an 8-point scale from 2011-2015 and then changed to a 5-point scale. After the change, the BYU evaluations provided an 
overall numeric summary for the course but not the instructor. The Miami student evaluations were measured using a 4-point scale. The Miami evaluations did not 
have a single summative question about the overall course. The number reported under the Course Rating column for the Miami rows in this table came from the 
evaluation question that asked students “In the course I learned to analyze complex problems or think about complex issues.” The CSU evaluations ask students 
about various aspects of the course. The numbers reported in this table under the Course Rating and Instructor Rating columns for the CSU rows are the percent of 
student evaluation responses indicating that the course lectures were impactful for learning and the percent of student responses indicating that the instructor was 
impactful for their learning, respectively. The number of respondents is small in some years. The ratings in 2020 and 2021 may have been affected by COVID-
related issues.   
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2014 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 1 6.8/8 6.8/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2014 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 2 6.7/8 7.0/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2014 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 3 6.8/8 6.8/8 No Undergraduate BYU 
2014 MBA 528 Intermediate corporate finance (MBA) 1 7.3/8 7.4/8 Yes Graduate  BYU 
2015 MBA 528 Intermediate corporate finance (MBA) 1 7.7/8 7.9/8 No Graduate  BYU 
2015 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 1 4.8/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2015 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 2 4.8/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2015 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 3 4.7/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2016 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 1 4.8/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2016 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 3 4.9/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2016 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 4 4.6/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2017 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 1 4.7/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2017 FIN 410 Investments (finance majors) 2 4.8/5 - No Undergraduate BYU 
2018 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management B 3.9/4 3.7/4 Yes Undergraduate Miami 
2018 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management C 3.9/4 3.4/4 Yes Undergraduate Miami 
2019 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management A 3.6/4 3.4/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2019 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management E 3.8/4 3.4/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2019 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management F 3.8/4 3.7/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 301 Intro to Business Finance A 4/4 4/4 Yes Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management E 3.8/4 3.4/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management F 3.8/4 3.7/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 302 Intermediate Financial Management F 3.89/4 3.78/4 No Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 401 Principles of Inv & Security Markets F 3.61/4 3.55/4 Yes Undergraduate Miami 
2020 FIN 401 Principles of Inv & Security Markets G 3.67/4 3.78/4 Yes Undergraduate Miami 
2021 FIN 300 Principles of Finance 1 100% 100% Yes Undergraduate CSU 
2021 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% Yes Graduate CSU 
2021 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN, MBA) 1 100% 100% Yes Graduate CSU 
2021 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2021 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2022 FIN 300 Principles of Finance 220 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2022 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2022 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN, MBA) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2022 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2022 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2023 BUS 641 Financial Markets and Investments (MBA) Online 88% 90% Yes Graduate CSU 
2023 FIN 370 Financial Mgt Theory and Application 1 100% 100% Yes Undergraduate CSU 
2023 FIN 355 Principles of Investments 3 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2023 FIN 355 Principles of Investments 2 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2023 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN, MBA) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2023 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
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2023 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2023 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MBA) Online 93% 93% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN) 1 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2024 BUS 641 Financial Markets and Investments (MBA) Online 100% 95% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2024 FIN 370 Financial Mgt Theory and Application 2 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2024 FIN 355 Principles of Investments 3 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2025 FIN 300 Principles of Finance 5 83% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2025 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% - No Graduate CSU 
2025 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN) 1 95% 89% No Graduate CSU 
2025 FIN 300 Principles of Finance 6 100% 100% No Undergraduate CSU 
2025 FIN 605 Enterprise Valuation (MFIN, MBA) Online 100% 100% No Graduate CSU 
2025 BUS 641 Financial Markets and Investments (MBA) Online Ongoing Ongoing No Graduate CSU 
2025 FIN 613 Alternative Investments (MFIN, MBA) Online Ongoing Ongoing No Graduate CSU 
2025 FIN 370 Financial Mgt Theory and Application 2 Ongoing Ongoing No Undergraduate CSU 
2025 FIN 355 Principles of Investments 3 Ongoing Ongoing No Undergraduate CSU 

 

 


